
 Jewish Circumcision - Brit milah 

 

Circumcision is an initiation rite for Jewish newborn babies. This usually takes place in a ceremony 

called a Brit (or Bris) milah witnessed by family and community members. Milah is Hebrew for 

Covenant of Circumcision. According to the Torah (Genesis 17: 9-14), Abraham was commanded by 

God to circumcise himself, all male members of his household and descendants in an everlasting 

covenant. 

There are no special rules about where the ritual should take place. Most often it is held at the family's 

home but some people prefer it to be done in a synagogue.The ritual is performed by a mohel 

(circumciser), on the eighth day after birth. The mohel is required to have studied the religious laws 

and have the surgical skills essential to the operation. The Bris is an important family celebration for 

Jewish people. It is required that the father and mohel must be present but it's usual for other family 

members to participate too. Traditionally, an empty chair is set aside in the room for the prophet 

Elijah, who oversees the proceedings and ensures the continuation of the ritual.The child may be 

brought into the room where the circumcision is to take place by the mother and other female family 

members.During the circumcision, the child is held on the lap of a person who has been chosen to act 

as sandek. The grandfather of the child or the family rabbi often takes this role and it is considered an 

honour to do this.Blessings are recited and a drop or two of wine is place in the child's mouth. He is 

given his official Hebrew name. Afterwards the family celebrates with a festive meal. 
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