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Islamic Artefacts 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Badge 
 

 

 

 

PICTURE 1 

Some people wear badges which identify the religious tradition to which 

they belong and which witness to a central belief or value of their religion. 

Within the Islamic tradition, badges tend to make use of patterns based on 

calligraphy. Such badges will typically reflect beliefs about God and/or 

Muhammad, often drawing on the Shahada, the Islamic profession of faith: 

'There is no God but God and Muhammad is the messenger of God.' 
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Compass 

 

 

 

 

PICTURE 2 

            

    
Muslims face in the direction of the Ka'ba in Makka when 

they pray. In mosques, the direction of Makka is indicated by 

the mihrab (niche) in the Quibla (direction) wall. Outwith the 

mosque, Muslims make use of a specially calibrated compass 

to find the direction of the Ka'ba. 
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Head Scarf 

 
 

 

 
 

PICTURE 3 
The Qur'an teaches that both men and women should dress 

modestly. Although it does not give detailed instructions in 

relation to dress, Muslims will often cover their head, legs 

and arms. The way in which the teaching is interpreted 

varies from country to country especially in relation to 

women. In some countries women are required to cover their 

face when in public. This is not a religious requirement, but 

reflects how a particular culture or society has tried to 

interpret the teaching of the Qur'an. 
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Ihram 
Ihram is the state of ritual purity 

necessary for participating in hajj, the 

Muslim pilgrimage to the Ka'ba at Makka 

which takes place during the twelfth 

month of the Islamic year. It is symbolised 

by the white garments which the male 

pilgrim wears before entering Makka. The 

garment is made from two pieces of plain, 

unsewn, white cloth which cover the upper 

and lower  

PICTURE 4     parts of the body.  

Men must not cover their heads nor women their faces. Pilgrims must not get engaged, 

marry or take part in sexual activities whilst in the state of ihram. There are other rules 

such as not taking part in arguments or fighting and not hunting game. The ihram rules are 

designed to help pilgrims put aside everyday concerns in order to focus their concentration 

on God. They remind the pilgrim that the whole of creation belongs to God the Creator and 

that their appropriate response to this should be a way of life characterised by qualities 

such as trust, modesty and purity and a sense of brotherhood and equality with the rest of 

humanity and gentleness and non-aggression towards the rest of creation. 

  

 

Women also wear white. Clothes are often used in everyday life to designate social status. 

The fact that all pilgrims are dressed in a similar manner reminds them that all are equal 

before God. The white clothes used to make the garments also reflect the shrouds in 

which Muslims make their final journey and are thus a reminder of their mortality.  
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Plate -  illustrating Madina 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         PICTURE 5 

 

 

 

 

 

Some Muslims will have wall decorations such as this plate in their 

homes. Madina is the city in which Muhammad established the 

first Islamic community in 622 CE. He retained Madina as his 

capital and home after he conquered Makka in 630 CE. He died 

and was buried there. It is considered by Muslims to be the 

second most sacred city and many visit it whilst on pilgrimage, 

Hajj, to pay their respects at his tomb.  
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Prayer Mat 
 

 

 

 

          PICTURE 6 

 

 

 

 

Preparation for prayer within Islam includes ritual washing and 

finding a clean place on which to pray. Prayer mats are used for this 

purpose. They are usually richly decorated with abstract patterns 

reflecting the prohibition within Islam of making use of human or 

animal images. Prayer mats are also often decorated with texts 

from the Qur'an reflecting the use of calligraphy within Islamic 

art. They may include an illustration of the Ka'ba or of an important 

mosque. Green, gold and yellow are three of the traditional colours 

used for prayer mats. 
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Prayer Mat (with compass) 

 

 

 

         PICTURE 7 

 

 

 

 

Preparation for prayer within Islam includes ritual washing and 

finding a clean place on which to pray. Prayer mats are usually used 

for this purpose. They are usually richly decorated with abstract 

patterns reflecting the prohibition within Islam of making use of 

human or animal images. Prayer mats are also often decorated with 

texts from the Qur'an reflecting the use of calligraphy within 

Islamic art. They may include an illustration of the Ka'ba or of an 

important mosque. Green, gold and yellow are three of the traditional 

colours used for prayer mats.  

Muslims face in the direction of the Ka'ba in Makka when they pray. 

Muslims make use of a specially calibrated compass to find the 

direction of the Ka'ba. Some prayer mats incorporate such a 

compass. 
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Prayer Hat 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PICTURE 8 

 

Many Muslim men wear a prayer hat when praying though 

there is no religious rule which requires them to do so. 
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Qur'an Stand 
 

 

 

 

 

       PICTURE 9 

 

 

 

 

The Qur'an is the sacred book of Islam and is regarded as 

the record of God's messages to humanity. Muslims reflect 

this belief through the practices which surround their 

treatment of the Qur'an. One of these practices is placing 

the Qur'an on a carved wooden stand when it is being read. 

The Arabic term for the stand may be translated 'throne'. 

Whether or not such a stand is used, the Qur'an should not 

be placed on the floor. 
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Qur'an on Stand 
The Qur'an is the sacred book of Islam 

and is regarded as the record of God's 

messages to humanity. Muslims reflect 

this belief through the practices which 

surround their treatment of the Qur'an.  

PICTURE 10 

One verse from the Qur'an states that only 'the purified' should touch it. 

Many Muslims interpret this as meaning that they should be ritually pure 

before touching a copy of it. Some go through the same washing ritual as they 

do before prayer, others would at least ensure that their hands were clean. 

Women cover their heads before touching it.  

The Qur'an should not be placed on the floor. Often, when the Qur'an is 

being read, it is placed on a carved wooden stand. The Arabic term for the 

stand can be translated 'throne'. All those present when the Qur'an is being 

read should be in a suitable frame of mind and behave in a respectful manner. 

People should not eat, drink or chat while it is being read.  

Even when not in use, the Qur'an should be treated with the greatest of 

respect . Many Muslims will keep it wrapped in a clean cloth and place it on a 

high shelf with nothing on top of it.  

Though translations are available nowadays, only the Arabic version is 

regarded as the true Qur'an. The above practices only apply to the handling 

of the 'true Qur'an', though all versions should be treated with care and 

respect. 
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The Qur'an 
The Qur'an is the sacred book of 

Islam and is regarded as the record 

of God's messages to humanity. 

Muslims reflect this belief through 

the practices which surround their 

treatment of the Qur'an. One verse 

from the Qur'an states that only 'the  

    PICTURE 11                 purified' should touch it.  

 

Many Muslims interpret this as meaning that they should be ritually pure 

before touching a copy of it. Some go through the same washing ritual as they 

do before prayer, others would at least ensure that their hands were clean. 

Women cover their heads before touching it.  

The Qur'an should not be placed on the floor. Often, when the Qur'an is 

being read, it is placed on a carved wooden stand. The Arabic term for the 

stand can be translated 'throne'. All those present when the Qur'an is being 

read should be in a suitable frame of mind and behave in a respectful manner. 

People should not eat, drink or chat while it is being read.  

Even when not in use, the Qur'an should be treated with the greatest of 

respect . Many Muslims will keep it wrapped in a clean cloth and place it on a 

high shelf with nothing on top of it.  
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Qur'an -  Translation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PICTURE 12 

 

Though translations are available nowadays, only the 

Arabic version is regarded as the true Qur'an. The 

ritual practices which surround the handling of the 

Qur'an only apply to the 'true Qur'an', though all 

versions should be treated with care and respect.  
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Qur'an Wrapped 
The Qur'an is the sacred book of 

Islam and is regarded as the 

record of God's messages to 

humanity. Muslims reflect this 

belief through the practices 

which surround their treatment 

of the Qur'an. One verse from 

the Qur'an states that only 'the 

purified' should  

PICTURE 13          touch it. 

Many Muslims interpret this as meaning that they should be ritually pure before touching a 

copy of it. Some go through the same washing ritual as they do before prayer, others would 

at least ensure that their hands were clean. Women cover their heads before touching it.  

The Qur'an should not be placed on the floor. Often, when the Qur'an is being read, it is 

placed on a carved wooden stand. The Arabic term for the stand can be translated 'throne'. 

All those present when the Qur'an is being read should be in a suitable frame of mind and 

behave in a respectful manner. People should not eat, drink or chat while it is being read.  

Even when not in use, the Qur'an should be treated with the greatest of respect. Many 

Muslims will keep it wrapped in a clean cloth and place it on a high shelf with nothing on top 

of it.  

Though translations are available nowadays, only the Arabic version is regarded as the true 

Qur'an. The above practices only apply to the handling of the 'true Qur'an', though all 

versions should be treated with care and respect. 
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Tasbi 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PICTURE 14 

 

The tasbi is the set of prayer beads used by some Muslims during 

their private devotions after the formal prayers or Salat.  

Tasbi usually contains ninety nine beads, which reflect 'the ninety-

nine beautiful names of God' found in the Qur'an.  

Muslims may either recite the names or repeat 'Glory be to God', 

'Thanks be to God' and 'God is the most great' 33 times each as 

they pass the beads through their fingers. 
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Wedding Garland 
 

 

 

 

 

    PICTURE 15 

 

 

 

 

 

Within Islam the marriage ceremony is essentially a civil affair 

involving the exchange of vows in front of witnesses, the payment of a 

sum of money to the bride which is hers to keep if her husband should 

later divorce her and the signing of an agreement to the specific 

details of the marriage contract. Verses from the Qur'an are recited 

during the ceremony though the presence of a religious official is not 

required.  

The scarlet and gold dresses and henna painting often associated with 

Muslim brides are of cultural origin and have nothing to do with Islam. 

Similarly the wedding garland worn by some brides has no specific 

religious significance though it does witness to the importance of the 

event to those at the centre of the ceremony. 
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Wedding Veil 
 

 

 

 

 

 

      PICTURE 16 

 

 

 

 

 

Within Islam the marriage ceremony is essentially a civil affair involving the 

exchange of vows in front of witnesses, the payment of a sum of money to the 

bride which is hers to keep if her husband should later divorce her and the 

signing of an agreement to the specific details of the marriage contract. 

Verses from the Qur'an are recited during the ceremony though the presence 

of a religious official is not required.  

The scarlet and gold dresses and henna painting often associated with Muslim 

brides are of cultural origin and have nothing to do with Islam. Similarly the 

wedding veil worn by some brides is a reflection of cultural traditions and has 

no specific religious significance. 


