
KS2 Unit 5, Lesson 5 -  Cathedral - Christianity 
Context: In this lesson, we are asking pupils to reflect on places of worship that are special to Christians. 
We will go on to look at places that are special to Moslems. 
Essential core: Recall what happens in both Infant Baptism and Believers’ Baptism. Water is used. The 
person baptising usually says “I baptise you in the name of the Father, and the son, and the Holy spirit.” 
The person is welcomed into the Christian Church. 
Christians believe the Bible talks about what God is like and his relationship with people who believed in 
Him. 
Identify how the belief that Jesus is “God is with us” helps a Christian in daily life. Christians pray because 
they believe that Jesus is with them to listen and to help. 
Resources:  
http://request.org.uk/people/places/guided-tour-of-st-davids-cathedral/ 
http://request.org.uk/people/places/canterbury-cathedral/ 
http://request.org.uk/people/places/westminster-abbey/ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=inKSvLk7kiI 
http://request.org.uk/people/places/york-minster/ 
http://request.org.uk/people/places/westminster-catholic-cathedral/ 
http://request.org.uk/people/places/wesleys-chapel/ 
http://request.org.uk/people/places/york-minster/ 
Vocabulary: Cathedra (Bishops chair), Diocese, shrine, font, altar, communion rail, lectern, pulpit.  

 
INTRODUCTION: 
Some Christian places of worship are important, not just to the Christian Church, but to the nation, 
whatever people's individual beliefs - eg Westminster Abbey. This lesson plan gives a lot of options - we 
are spoiled for choice. Be selective!  
A Cathedral is the headquarters from which the Bishop looks after the area (Diocese) under his care. The 
whole country is divided into different diocese, and again into different parishes, each with its own 
Church. Both Anglicans and Catholics organise themselves in this way. 
 
This video takes you around St David's Cathedral, explaining the things that we see and why it matters to 
Christians. Many things are common to all Anglican Church buildings, but you will also see the Cathedra 
(Bishops Chair) and shrine to St David, patron saint of Wales. This shrine was once an important 
destination for pilgrims.   
http://request.org.uk/people/places/guided-tour-of-st-davids-cathedral/ 

 
Canterbury Cathedral is the most important Christian building in England. It is the spiritual headquarters 
of the Archbishop of Canterbury, the head of the worldwide Anglican Church as well as being the oldest 
English Cathedral and foremost place of pilgrimage. This is an interactive virtual tour. 
http://request.org.uk/people/places/canterbury-cathedral/ 
You may wish to link this with the story of St Augustine or Thomas Beckett who was martyred here. 
 
There are many other nationally important Cathedrals and Abbeys and churches - although you cannot do 
them all! 
Westminster Abbey is where the monarch is crowned, the burial place of kings and celebrities, and the 
venue for many state occasions. 
http://request.org.uk/people/places/westminster-abbey/ 
This is the coronation of the Queen - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=inKSvLk7kiI 
York Minster is the HQ of the Archbishop of York. 
 http://request.org.uk/people/places/york-minster/ 
Westminster Cathedral is the most important Catholic building in the UK - the spiritual headquarters of 
the UK Catholic Church. It is always bustling with worshippers, even when there is not a church service 

http://request.org.uk/people/places/westminster-catholic-cathedral/


taking place.  This is an interactive virtual tour. 
http://request.org.uk/people/places/westminster-catholic-cathedral/ 
Wesley's Chapel is the "cathedral of Methodism" and Christians come here from all over the world. 
http://request.org.uk/people/places/wesleys-chapel/ 

 
PLENARY & FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:  
In what ways are these places important both in the life of the Christian Church and in the life of the 
nation as a whole? 
 

 

http://request.org.uk/people/places/westminster-catholic-cathedral/

