
2.12 Upper KS2 - Agape - Lesson 1: Agape  

 Context: In this lesson children will explore the meaning of Agape. They will differentiate between secular 
love and the unconditional, selfless love as demonstrated by Jesus. They will understand how this love 
translates into the lives of Christians and begin to explore the intricacies of secular good acts and good acts 
motivated by faith through the passage of John 13:35 
Essential core: Recall what Jesus said about selfless, unconditional love in the Beatitudes (part of the 
Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 5.1-12 & 43-46). 
Give examples of what Christians are doing today to live out these beliefs.  
Jesus told his followers, “As I have loved you, so you must love one another.” John 13.35. Give examples of 
the ways that the Christian Church shows the love of God both to its members and across society, in the UK 
and wider world today. E.g. visiting the sick, chaplains, hospices, food banks, rehabilitation of prisoners and 
addicts, helping the homeless, street pastors, promoting fair trade, aid work, education and working with 
youth. 
Raise and suggest answers to relevant questions in response to their enquiry into how Christians put the 
commandment to love into practice. How do these things set an example and cut across expectations? 
Resources: Video, artefacts/pictures.  
Vocabulary: Agape, Love, Selfless, Sacrificial, Unconditional  

 
Introduction:  
Split children into small groups, on their tables give them artefacts/pictures which demonstrate different 
types of love. E.g. A heart, a picture of a mother and child, a ring, a loaf of bread, the cross. Children to 
discuss any types of love they can think of with the artefacts/pictures as stimulus. Jot their ideas on flipchart 
paper. Explain the four Greek words for love in Bible. Storge—empathy. Philia—friendship. Eros—sexual 
love. Agape—unconditional, sacrificial love. 
Key questions:  
What is love?  
Who can love?  
Where might you be able to see love?  

 
Reflect:  
Display the word AGAPE in Greek for children. Discuss its Greek meaning as unconditional, sacrificial love, 
ask children which of the types of love alluded to earlier might best fit this.  
Show children a video of the definition of Agape e.g. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=slyevQ1LW7A 
*NB- This is an American video, explain the different pronunciation of Agape.*  

 
Task:  
Children to work collaboratively to answer these questions in response to the video:  

 What is Agape?  
 Who can live out Agape?  
 Where might you be able to see Agape?  

This may provoke some class debate and discussion when feeding back. Perhaps the answers are a little 
unclear! Children could record their answers/thoughts or further questions in ‘thought bubbles’. 

 
Assessment: 
 
Explain to children that Jesus said: ‘As I have loved you, so you must love one another’ (John 13:35). Discuss 
as a class what Jesus meant by this. Explaining that Jesus demonstrates love for all people and therefore 
people should treat others as they wish to be treated.  

 


