
2.12 Upper KS2 - Agape - Lesson  2: Beatitudes  

Context: In this lesson pupils will explore the message of the Beatitudes told through the Bible story 
Matthew 5:1-12 and 43-46 and to have a clear understanding of what unconditional love means to 
Christians and non-Christians alike. They will go on to see how Christians live out these beliefs in their 
everyday lives and to understand that Jesus is love.  
Essential Core:  Recall what Jesus said about selfless, unconditional love in the Beatitudes (part of the 
Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 5.1-12 & 43-46). The Bible passage is reproduced below. 
Vocabulary: Beatitudes, Agape- Love, Selfless, Sacrificial, Unconditional 
 

 
 Introduction:  
Show illustrated examples of the Beatitudes. Discuss the importance of a story which has been 
reproduced and sold/widely available on the Internet etc. Explain/show that there are numerous versions 
of decorated Beatitudes, Church of The Beatitudes, bookmarks etc. Discuss why this passage is considered 
so important to Christians.  
Key Questions:  
What are the Beatitudes?  
Why are they important to Christians?  
What do they mean?  
Why were they written?  
What is selfless, sacrificial, unconditional love?  

 
Story:  
Explain that the Beatitudes are part of the Sermon on the Mount where Jesus spoke to his people on a 
mountain about the way to live. Explain that much of what Jesus taught here is about personal 
relationships and how people should behave towards one another. For more information about the 
Sermon on the Mount please visit: http://request.org.uk/jesus/teaching/the-sermon-on-the-mount-
introduction/ 
 
Read out from a child friendly Bible the Beatitudes (Matthew 5: 1-12 and 43-46). Split children into small 
groups and give them one of the Beatitudes e.g. Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

 
Children to use dictionaries, technologies and any other available resources (e.g. artwork created in 
response to that beatitude) to unpick the meaning of their verse. Children could create a brief statement 
explaining the meaning of their verse to deliver to the rest of the class. Unpick the language. Who are "the 
meek"? Why are people happy who mourn? Etc - Discuss. 

 
Assessment: 
Children to retell their statement to the rest of the class in order all children have a good understanding of 
all beatitudes. Discuss the definition of selfless, unconditional and sacrificial love. How do the Beatitudes 
demonstrate Christian belief in love like this?   
Can children communicate a good understanding of the Beatitudes?   

 Recall what Jesus said about selfless, unconditional love in the Beatitudes.  
 

 

 

 



5 Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came 
to him, 2 and he began to teach them.  

He said: 

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 Blessed are those who mourn, 
    for they will be comforted. 
5 Blessed are the meek, 
    for they will inherit the earth. 
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
    for they will be filled. 
7 Blessed are the merciful, 
    for they will be shown mercy. 
8 Blessed are the pure in heart, 
    for they will see God. 
9 Blessed are the peacemakers, 
    for they will be called children of God. 
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

11 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against 
you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same 
way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

Salt and Light 

13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It 
is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. 

14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden.15 Neither do people light a 
lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the 
house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good 
deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 

Love for Enemies 

43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbour] and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you, 
love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be children of your Father 
in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good and sends rain on the righteous and 
the unrighteous. 46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax 
collectors doing that? 47 And if you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than 
others? Do not even pagans do that? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 


