
 2.12 Upper KS2 - Agape - Lesson 8: Living out Agape (Poverty) 

Context: In this lesson pupils will learn that living out Agape means to help those that are living in poverty. 
Children will explore different ways in which religious and non-religious organisations do this and 
comment on the differences in motivation between these groups of people.  
Essential core: Give examples of what Christians are doing today to live out these beliefs. 
Jesus told his followers, “As I have loved you, so you must love one another.” John 13.35. Give examples 
of the ways that the Christian Church shows the love of God both to its members and across society, in 
the UK and wider world today. E.g. visiting the sick, chaplains, hospices, food banks, rehabilitation of 
prisoners and addicts, helping the homeless, street pastors, promoting fair trade, aid work, education and 
working with youth. 
Resources: Video, 
Vocabulary: Agape- Love, Selfless, Sacrificial, Unconditional, Secular 

 Introduction:  
Show children a short video about the Christian organisation ‘Tear Fund’. Discuss, for instance, how the 
work of Tear Fund demonstrates the principles of Agape (selfless, sacrificial, unconditional love).  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=RxhZbNyHR2s 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=tdh4D_QyJi4 
Go on to discuss the work of Christians locally - EG; Street Pastors, Church based Food banks, Christians 
Against Poverty, Open Door www.tauntonopendoor.org.uk 
Key questions:  
What is Tear Fund? What do they do? How are they an example of Agape? Would they be an example of 
Agape if they weren’t Christians?  
 

 Exploration: 
Explore the ‘about us - what we believe’ section of the Christian Aid website.  
www.christianaid.org.uk/about-us/what-we-believe 
 Children should come to understand the theology behind the organisation. Point out to children that this 
organisation asserts that: “human beings are called to have a special relationship with God and in turn to 
have a particular relationship with one another.” (https://www.christianaid.org.uk/about-us/what-we-
believe: 2018). Make connections (or see if the children can make the connection) between this belief and 
John 13: 35. This could be an assessment opportunity.  
 

 Task:  
Children to research some Christian organisations against poverty. What is the motivation behind these 
organisations? Are they are examples of Agape?  
Possible organisations for research could be ‘Christians against poverty’, ‘The Salvation Army’, ‘Church 
Action on Poverty’.  
To challenge higher ability children could look at a secular organisation such as ‘Oxfam’ or ‘Water Aid’ and 
compare the values and ethos of these organisations with those of the distinctively Christian. Children 
could then explore the question: What is the difference between Agape and a secular good deed. The 
focus needs to be on the motivation for the action which is exemplified in the phrase "others may - I 
must." 
 

 Assessment:  
Children to feed back their findings answering the question: ‘Are these Christian organisations examples 
of Agape?’ How do these organisations show Agape across all Christian communities? 
Give examples of how the Christian church shows the love of God both to its members and across society, 
in the UK and in the wider world today.  

 


