
2.1b Lower KS2 - Torah - Lesson 3: The Torah 
 

Context: In these lessons pupils will be introduced to the part of the Jewish scriptures (Tenakh) called the 
Torah, the five books traditionally believed to have been written by Moses. These are the first five books 
of the Old Testament of Christian Bibles 
 

Essential core:  
▪ In the synagogue the Torah (Sefer Torah) is written on parchment, which are written by hand with a special 

ink. The importance of the scrolls is shown by the way they are: 
o Never touched by human hands- a special pointer is used 
o Each scroll has a mantle (cover) 
o Once they have been used they are returned to the Ark 
o There is an ever-burning lamp outside the Ark to show G-d is always present 

▪ Know the Torah is written in Hebrew. 
▪ Raise and suggest answers to relevant questions in response to the importance and respect Jews give to the 

Torah.  
 

Resources: Class set of Bibles. http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/ztgjmnb 
 

Vocabulary: - Tanakh, Torah, Navi, Ketuvim, Talmud, Mishnah.  

 

 

INTRODUCTION: 
Today David has brought a miniature Torah scroll. Alternatively have a Bible and talk about the part that is 
the Torah, the first five books of the Old Testament. The Torah is the most important of the Jewish holy 
books. The Tenach is the complete collection of Jewish scriptures and is identical to Old Testament of the 
(Protestant) Christian Bible. It is mostly written in Hebrew with a bit in Aramaic. 
 

 

CELEBRATE: 
This 3-minute BBC video looks at how a Torah scroll is written 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/ztgjmnb 
Why is it so important to get the words exactly the same? 
 
Look at the special ways that the Torah scroll is treated in the synagogue. What does this say about the 
importance of this book to Jewish people? The Torah is a Jewish holy book. What does it mean for 
something to be "holy" (set apart)? How does what is written in this book affect the daily lives of Jewish 
people? 
 

  

REFLECT: 
Look at a class set of Christian Bibles together. Find the Old Testament, and then the part that is the 
Torah. What stories in this book do we already know? Read some of the more familiar stories together 
(e.g. Creation Genesis 1; Noah's Ark Genesis 6 - 8: The call of Abraham Genesis 12:Joseph and his coat of 
many colours Genesis 37ff.) 
 

 

ASSESSMENT:  
What is the difference between the Tenach and the Torah? Can you name/ sequence the five books of the 
Torah? 
 

 


