
2.1b Lower KS2 - Torah - Lesson 5: Tephilin  
 

Context: In this lesson (or pair of lessons) pupils will be introduced to the Jewish scriptures (Tenakh) - 
Torah, Nevi'ism and Ketuvim. Also the collection of writings called the Talmud. 
Overview: 

• Look at the different parts of the Jewish scriptures. 

• Look at the purpose of the collected teachings of the rabbi's known as the Talmud. 

• Relate this to obedience to God's laws - Torah. 
 

Essential core:  

▪ Recall that Jewish scriptures are called the Tenakh, which are made up of 3 sections: 
Torah, Nevi'ism and Ketuvim. The word Tenakh, is made up of these 3 types of writing. 

▪ Know that the Torah is the most important because it tells Jews what God is like and how 
they should live.  

▪ Know that the teachings in the Torah are summed up in the Shema, which is kept on the 
doorpost of Jewish homes. It says "Hear O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one …" 

▪ Understand that there is also a collection of writings called the Talmud. These contain the 
teaching of rabbis over many years. It gives more details about how to put the rules 
found in the Torah into practice. 

▪ Raise and suggest answers to relevant questions in response to the idea of being able to 
put into practice the teachings of the Torah.  

 

Resources: Stories from the Talmud sheet, Tanakh sheet. 

Vocabulary: - Tanakh, Torah, Navi, Ketuvim, Talmud, Mishnah.  

 

INTRODUCTION: 
Today David has brought a copy of the Tenakh (alternatively have a Bible and talk about the part that is 
Tenakh, the Old Testament.) It is a collection of all the Jewish holy books. It contains exactly the same 
books as the Old Testament of the (Protestant) Bible. It is mostly written in Hebrew with a bit in Aramaic. 

 

CELEBRATE: 
This 3-minute BBC video looks at how a Torah scroll is written 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/ztgjmnb 
Tenakh. Look at and talk about at the sheet explaining the content of the Tenakh. You may wish to 
demonstrate this using books. 
The Talmud Over many years Jewish Rabbi's explained how God's commandments from these books 
should be obeyed in day to day life. This huge collection of writings includes Mishnah - stories that teach 
about how people should live. 
 

  

REFLECT: 
You may wish to tell some of the stories from the Talmud (Mishnah) from the sheet and reflect on their 
message. 
You might also watch the twelve-minute video of the Talmud story "The Three Sacks Of Gold". 
http://www.chabad.org/kids/article_cdo/aid/2098686/jewish/The-Three-Sacks-of-Gold.htm 
You may wish to reflect about how Jesus parables are exactly like Mishna - to his listeners Jesus was a 
Jewish Rabbi teaching about how to obey the Jewish scriptures. 

 

ASSESSMENT:  
What is the Tenach? What are the names of its three parts? What is the Talmud? What have these got to 
obeying the Torah - God's Law? 

 

http://www.chabad.org/kids/article_cdo/aid/2098686/jewish/The-Three-Sacks-of-Gold.htm

