
1.3 KS1 - Agape - Lesson 3 - Jesus chooses his disciples. 
 

Context: This lesson is about Jesus choosing his 12 disciples. What kind of people did Jesus care about and 
want to be his friend?    
Essential core: Agape. Jesus taught that people should be loving, kind and forgiving to everyone because 
this is what God is like. 
Resources:  
Video of Jesus calling Matthew the Tax collector to be his disciple. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xgy6TWuUkK0 
BBC bitesize video of Jesus calling Peter and Andrew. https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/clips/zbyr87h 
 

 
INTRODUCTION: 
Today we are carrying on thinking about love. What is the special word that the Bible uses for love that 
cares for anyone who needs our help? Agape.  
 
Jesus chose 12 special friends to learn from him and help him with his work. Jesus wanted them to learn 
to love others.  
Discuss what makes a special friend. Why do you like them? How are they kind? How are they loyal? How 
do you have fun with them? How do they help you?  How are you a good friend to others?  
 

 
BUILD UP: 
The men Jesus chose were all different, yet they were his friends. They were Jesus disciples. 
What is a disciple? What were they going to learn and do? (A disciple lived with their teacher and were 
taught about living for God) 
Look at the story from the disciple of Jesus asking Matthew the tax collector to be his disciple and friend.  
Why did Jesus want to make friends with "bad" people like this? (He loves and wants to help everyone.)  
This was prepared for church use, and I suggest that you skip the first 30 seconds as is very confessional. 
After that, however, I believe that it is excellent. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xgy6TWuUkK0 
 

 
TASK: 
Now look at the BBC bitesize video of Jesus choosing Simon Peter and Andrew to be his disciples (Luke 
4:1-11). They would spend the next three years travelling with Jesus to help him and learn about God. 
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/clips/zbyr87h 
 
 

 
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT: 
Can the children recall the name given to Jesus' twelve special friends?  What is a disciple? What were 
they going to learn and do? 
What sort of people did Jesus choose to be his special friends? 
 

 


