
2.11 Upper KS2 - Incarnation -  Lesson 1 -  Different stories 

INTRODUCTION Choose two volunteers from the class. Show them a printed picture of a scene with lots of 
things happening in it. Now give them a few minutes - separately and alone - to write down what they have 
seen. 

Now project the picture on the screen while each reads their written description. What things did both notice? 
Why? Were some things left out or described differently? 

The Christmas story is found in two books of the Bible. Matthew's Gospel is traditionally  accepted as written by 
Jesus disciple Matthew, one of the Twelve Disciples. He has tried to remember and set down the things he saw.  
If so, these are eye witness accounts - although he also included the memories of others as well, including 
Joseph's. Luke, the author of Luke's Gospel, was not an eye witness, but he says that his is an "orderly account" 
of the memories of a number of those who were. These included Mary, Jesus mother. 

STORY 
Divide the class into small groups. Print off the Bible passages of the Christmas story or use Good News Bibles. 
Let half the groups look at Matthews account, and half look at Luke's. Each can make a list of the main points of 
their account of the story. Whose memories might we be hearing for each part?  
 
Now compare notes. What was different and what was the same? 
 
Is it better to have more than one person's description of what happened Why? What has this got to do with our 
understanding of anything that happened in the past (history)? 
For instance, all we know first-hand about Julius Caesars wars come from his own account which - though 
beautifully written - are propaganda written to make him look good back at home in Rome. 
 

The four books about Jesus life were written by Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. While there are several 
opinions about exactly who wrote what and when, it is generally thought that Mark's Gospel was the first to be 
written in the 50's or early 60's (Jesus is thought to have died on the cross around AD 35). The author is thought 
to be the John-Mark who appears in the book of Acts. It seems that he knew the disciple Peter whose memories 
form a large part of this book. The Gospel of John is thought to be written by the disciple John in his old age, 
perhaps around the year 85. If so, this is also an eye witness account. Does knowing these things affect how we 
feel about the things they are writing about? 

PLENARY & ASSESSMENT 
In what ways might one person's account of things that happened be different from another's? 
What reasons might there be for this?  
How does it help us to have descriptions from a number of different sources?  

Context: In this lesson we are asking pupils to explore how the Christian belief in the incarnation is reflected in 
Bible accounts other than the Christmas story and to have a clear grasp of the Christian belief in Jesus as "God is 
with us". Reflect on how this belief might help them in daily life. 

 Essential core:  

 

Vocabulary: Gospel.  
Resources: Good News Bibles. 

 Know that the nativity is found in two gospels: Matthew (ch 1-2) and Luke (ch 1-2) 
 Understand that the two accounts are told from different viewpoints (Mary and Joseph’s) 
 Reflect on why there may be different accounts. 


