
2.11 Upper KS2 - Incarnation -  Lesson 3 & 4 - Does it matter? 

INTRODUCTION Has anything bad happened to you? When it happened, who helped you? How would you have 
felt if the person helping you understood because something like that had happened to them too? 

People often think of God as being distant and far off. What if the opposite was true? 

STORY 
"They will call him "Immanuel" - which means "God with us". Matthew 1:23.  
Imagine that you are God and looking at a hive of bees. Bees are very small, and they talk to each other by 
dancing. You love the bees and you want to tell them something that they need to know. The only way is to 
become a bee and speak in their language of dancing. 
Christians believe that this is why Jesus came and lived among us. They believe that when Jesus was on earth, he 
was fully God and yet fully human too.  
 
Why does it matter to them? 
Christians believe that Jesus was fully human, so he understands what we are going through. The Bible talks of 
times when Jesus was tired, hungry, misunderstood, criticised when he had done nothing wrong, bullied, hurt 
and faced death itself. He is the perfect friend to share our problems with. 
Christians also believe that Jesus is fully God, so he has the power to help us, however big the problem is and 
whatever we might need. 
 

GOING FURTHER 

What has all this got to do with praying? Why do Christians pray? What is prayer? Does God answer prayers? Is 
prayer just asking for things? Does God speak? 

At this point you might want to ask a suitable local Christian to come in to speak of their experiences of prayer 
and worship. If you are doing this, you will want to prepare the pupils beforehand so that they have some 
questions prepared. 

You might also consider dipping into some of the short videos here - an archbishop, a monk and others. 

https://request.org.uk/life/spirituality/prayer/ 

PLENARY & ASSESSMENT Why does it matter to Christians to believe that Jesus is both God and Man. 

Context: In this lesson we are asking pupils to explore how the Christian belief in the incarnation is reflected in 
Bible accounts other than the Christmas story and to have a clear grasp of the Christian belief in Jesus as "God is 
with us". Reflect on how this belief might help them in daily life. 

 Essential core:  The Bible account of the virgin birth supports the Christian belief that Jesus is both human and 
divine. Some Christians understand this symbolically, but many believe it literally. The nativity of Jesus concerns 
the incarnation of Jesus: literally “become flesh”. Incarnation is the belief that Jesus Christ is fully human and 
fully God. Identify how the belief that Jesus is “God is with us” helps a Christian in daily life. Christians pray 
because they believe that Jesus is with them to listen and to help. 

Vocabulary: Immanuel.  
Resources: . 
Video of story https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XkEypzmHwCI 
Video prayer https://request.org.uk/life/spirituality/prayer/ 


