
2.4 Lower KS2 - Salvation - Lesson 7 - Zacchaeus and Forgiveness. 

Context:  
Essential core: Recall the key features of the story of Zacchaeus: 
– Understand the context of the story; Zacchaeus is an outcast because he is seen as a greedy, corrupt 
traitor. Now he is sorry. He wants to make up for his bad deeds and live a better life. 
– Understand the message of this and other stories from the Bible – that Christians believe Jesus came to 
forgive and rescue everyone. No one is too bad – or too good. 
Resources: 
Zacchaeus Saddleback Kids. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5BjtbJFz2ug 
Forgiveness talk - 2 big glasses, one with a cross. Iodine. Photographic fix. 
 
 

INTRODUCTION: 
Have you ever done something wrong that got you into trouble? 
How did it make you feel?  
Did you have to own up? How did it get sorted out - did you say sorry? Did people forgive you? 
Afterwards, when it was sorted - how did you feel then? 
 
Jesus often got into trouble because he welcomed and made friends with people who had done very bad 
things. He did this because he believed that God loves them and wants to forgive them and help them to 
change. 
  

ACTIVITY:  
Look at the story of Zacchaeus. Luke 19:1-10. This version explains the story well for our age group. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5BjtbJFz2ug 
 
Why were the people angry when Jesus wanted to befriend Zacchaeus? 
What did Zacchaeus do to show that he was sorry? 
 
Jesus message was that if people wanted to be forgiven by God they had to "repent and believe the Good 
News." Repent is not just saying sorry. Repent means to change direction, turning from what is bad to what 
is good. Did Zacchaeus do that?   
 
 

 

FORGIVENESS  
Jesus taught that everyone needs God's forgiveness - no one is too bad or too good. 
For a big finish, use the forgiveness talk. 
You will need two large clear glasses, one half filled with a solution of photographic fix and with a cross 
Sellotaped to it, the other with water. Also, a small bottle of iodine and a clean white cotton handkerchief. 
 
Show the white handkerchief. When we are babies, we are like this - clean, innocent. We have done 
nothing wrong. Sadly, it does not stay like this. As we grow, we start to do wrong things - describe -  
Dab iodine on the handkerchief for each wrong thing. Our clean start is spoiled. The Bible says that 
everyone does this - no one is perfect. The Bible calls these wrong things sin. Sin is doing what God says is 
wrong. 
Can we sort this out ourselves? We may say, I am not so bad. We may believe that we can change and 
stop doing anything bad. Is this true? I am going to give my hanky a wash in water. Wash handkerchief in 
water and wring out into glass. Water turns brown. Show handkerchief with a flourish asking "can we sort 
ourselves out - is it better or worse? Worse - the handkerchief has turned black! 



 
Show the glass with the cross, Christians believe that, because Jesus died on the cross, he took the 
punishment for everything that we have done wrong. They believe that, through faith in Jesus, they can 
be forgiven by God and have a clean fresh start. 
Does it work? Plunge the hanky in the fix solution, wring it out lightly and show. It has instantly turned 
bright white. 
It does not end there. Show glass of dirty water. Christians believe that the world is spoiled because of sin 
- the wrong things that we all do. They believe that, because God has forgiven and changed them, they 
must go into our spoiled and hurting world and make a difference. 
Plunge clean hanky into dirty water and it will immediately turn clear. 
This is the reason why Christians run food banks, set up homeless shelters, volunteer in our town centres 
as street pastors, give to the poor …. 
This is why Jesus dying on the cross to forgive is, for Christians their most important belief. 
 
 

PLENARY:  
Why does it matter to Christians that Jesus died on the cross? 
Why did Jesus befriend Zacchaeus?  
 

 


