
F.2 - Special times - Lesson 2 & 3 - Hanukkah 
 

Context: In this lesson we are going to reflect upon the Jewish festival of Hanukkah which happens 
around the time of the Christian festival of Christmas. What does this say about what is important to 
Jewish people and the way that all people should live? 

Essential core: - Know that Jews live all over the world, but Israel is considered very special as it was 
promised to Abraham and his descendants. (The Jewish Temple in this Bible story was in Jerusalem)   
Resources: Dredle, menorah, candles, matches, persona doll, song. 
https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/hanukkah 
http://www.howcast.com/videos/70572-how-to-play-dreidel/ 
 
Vocabulary: - Hanukkah, menorah, dredle . 
 
  
INTRODUCTION                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Show the children a Hannukah menorah. This is used to celebrate Hanukkah - the Jewish festival of lights. 
The festival is observed by lighting the candles of a candelabrum with nine branches, called a Hanukkah 
menorah. One branch is typically placed above or below the others and its candle is used to light the 
other eight candles. This unique candle is called the shamash. Each night, one additional candle is lit by 
the shamash until all eight candles are lit together on the final night of the holiday. Other Hanukkah 
festivities include playing dreidel and eating oil-based foods such as latkes and sufganiyot, and dairy 
foods. 
Light the candles of the menorah - and as you do tell the story of Hanukkah, and how one day's oil kept 
the great menorah lamp in the temple burning for 8 days until they could get more oil. 
 
 
  
Watch a video about Hannukah -  
https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/hanukkah 
This short video and summary tells more about how this festival is celebrated. 
http://www.howcast.com/videos/405130-how-to-celebrate-hanukkah 
 
Play the dredle game. Can you find out how? 
http://www.howcast.com/videos/70572-how-to-play-dreidel/ 
 
 
Sing. 
"We know a man" from two candles burn. Judah Macabee was the brave Jewish leader who set his people 
free.  
 
Cook and eat Latkes 
Latkes are shallow-fried pancakes of grated or ground potato, flour and a binding ingredient such as egg 
or applesauce, often flavoured with grated garlic or onion and seasoning. They may be topped with a 
variety of condiments, ranging from the savoury (such as sour cream or cottage cheese), to the sweet 
(such as apple sauce or sugar), or they may be served plain. 
 
 
 
ASSESSMENT:  
What does this festival say about what God is like? What does it say about freedom?  

 


