
Lower KS2 - Humanism - Lesson 1 - Truth, right and wrong. 
 

Context: This lesson explores how a humanist might search for truth and decide right from wrong. You 
might wish to take two lessons to cover this material. 
Essential core: Humanism 

 Be familiar with the concepts ‘material world’ and ‘secular’. Know that ‘secular’ means ‘concerned 
with the material world’ and ‘not concerned with religion’. 

 Be able to tell another person what is meant by ‘Humanist’ and ‘atheist’. 
 Know that Humanists look for truth as it is known and accessible through science, reason and the 

experience of human beings of the ever-changing material world. 
Christianity - God: Recognise that Christians use evidence to support their belief in God. that Christians 
Resources:  https://alpha.org/ 

 
INTRODUCTION: 
Some people have a religious faith and might go to a church, synagogue and mosque. 
Some people are not religious (they do not go to church)  but still have some beliefs - perhaps in God, or 
they are not sure about these things. People who think like this are called Agnostics 
Some people are not religious and have decided that they do not believe in any God at all. People who 
think like this are called Atheists. 
Humanists are Atheists and Agnostics who have thought hard about how to live a good life and do right.   

 
BUILD UP:  
What is "truth"? How can we find out if something that we are told is true? 
We might use reason - from the other things we know, does it make sense? 
We might use science - have scientists discovered things that support this? 
We might use experience - have people experienced things in life that support this? 
Humanists believe that it is important to search for the truth. Their search will always start with reason, 
science and experience. 
 
Most people with a religious faith also believe in the importance of reason, science and experience. 
Looking at the evidence in this way may have been one reason why they came to faith in the first place. 
In the case of Christianity, people who want to enquire out about the Christian faith are encouraged to 
examine the evidence in this way - it is called apologetics. This is one reason why the Alpha Course is so 
popular and used by Christian churches across the UK today. https://alpha.org/ 
 
Let us look at some religious ideas using reason, science and experience. Discuss how you might go about 
trying to answer "religious" questions in this way. You might like to start with these. 
Did Jesus die on a cross around AD64? 
Do miracles sometimes happen? 
Does praying help people today? 

 
TASK: 
This might form the basis of a second lesson. 
How do people decide what is right and wrong if they do not believe in God? 
In small groups, draw up a set of rules for the classroom/ school. Talk about being fair, making things 
better for everyone (reciprocity) and being just.  

 
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT: 
What is a Humanist? How do they decide what is true? How do they decide what is right and wrong? 
 



Let us look at some religious ideas using reason, science and experience. Discuss how you might go about 
trying to answer "religious" questions in this way. 

Did Jesus die on a cross around AD64? 

Do miracles sometimes happen? 

Does praying help people today? 

Did Jesus die on a cross around AD 64? 

To look at this question we would use reason and the science of historical research. 

Written accounts. The four accounts in the Gospels of the Bible are thought to be based on eyewitness 
accounts. Historians especially like Luke's account as the incidental details have been found to be accurate. 
However, they were written by Jesus followers so are not neutral. 

In AD64, the Roman historian Tacitus describes the Emperor Nero persecuting Christians. Tacitus was not a 
Christian and says:  

" .. called Christians by the populace. Christus, from whom the name had its origin, suffered the extreme 
penalty during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of one of our procurators, Pontius Pilatus, and a most 
mischievous superstition, thus checked for the moment, again broke out not only in Judea, the first source of 
the evil, but even in Rome." 

Archaeology. This has its limits. A carved stone has confirmed that Pilate was governor at the time. 
Christians made many images of Jesus on the cross going back to very early times. Crucifixion was the way 
that the Romans executed criminals at the time. Crucified bodies have been found and contemporary writers 
wrote about it. The two thousand rebellious slaves of Spartacus's rebellion were captured and crucified 
along the Appian Way outside Rome.  

 

Do miracles sometimes happen? Does praying help people today? In examining questions like these, 
experience could possibly be one of the strands of evidence.  It might be that either you or someone you 
know has experienced a miracle or answered prayer. You might also examine the facts surrounding claims 
for an answered prayer or miracle. 

 


