
Upper KS2 - Humanism - Lesson 2 - How do humanists live? 
 

Context: This lesson explores how a Humanist approaches the milestones in life. 
 
Essential core:  

 Know how secular Humanists regard life and death. They should know that the focus of their 
attention is on what can be achieved during this life in this world and that they hold that death is 
the end of life. 

 Know how Humanists might celebrate marriage or conduct an event to mark the death of 
someone close to them. Be able to say how these differ from a religious ceremony and why. 

Resources: Humanists UK website https://humanism.org.uk/ 

 
INTRODUCTION: 
Feedback on the tasks set to small groups last week. What did we discover about the contributions of 
leading Humanists to our world today? Why do Humanists strive to do great things like these? 
  

 
GOING DEEPER: What does the word secular mean? Not connected with religious or spiritual matters. 
Have you ever been to a wedding or a funeral? Was it religious or secular? 
What do you think the differences might be between a religious and secular wedding or funeral? 
Anyone can, in fact, conduct a wedding or funeral.  
Whether secular or religious, a wedding must by law include certain things, such as the wedding vows, 
and a person authorised to act as registrar must be there to make sure that this happens. 
Anyone can lead a funeral. Sometimes an atheist may ask that there be no funeral at all - the coffin is just 
delivered by the undertaker for cremation. 
Why do you think atheists and agnostics still usually have a funeral? What might happen, and why? 
 

 
FOLLOW UP: 
In small groups, use the internet to find out more about the work of the British Humanist Association 
(Humanists UK).  https://humanism.org.uk/  What is their logo? What do they do? 
 

 
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT: 
How do Humanists mark the big moments in life and death? 
What is the British Humanist Association and what do they do?  
 

 


