
1.7 KS1 – Islam (Submission to the will of Allah) - Lesson 2: Khalifah 
 

Context:  
In this lesson we explore the important concept of Khalifah, the belief that humans are the custodians of 
what Allah has created. Together with this belief pupils have to understand that Muslims believe that 
Allah is the creator (al-Khaliq) and the shaper (al-Musawwir) of the universe. These are central beliefs in 
Islam, although pupils should start to understand the implications of these beliefs.  
 
Overview:  
 
Essential core: Key belief – Islam (Submission to the will of Allah) 

 Understand that although Allah created everything, humans have been given the responsibility to 
look after that creation (Khalifah). 

 Know that Muhammad taught Muslims that there are 99 names for Allah which describe what He is 
like. 

 Raise and suggest answers to relevant questions in response to what they have learnt about the 
Islamic belief in Allah and Khalifah. 

 Attempt to support their answers using reasons and/or information. 

Resources:  
 “One World” by Michael Foreman 
 “Charlie and Blue Ask about Allah and Creation” can be found here 

https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/charlie-and-blue-ask-about-allah-and-creation?tab=film  
 

 
INTRODUCTION: 
Talk to pupils about which parts of the school environment they like and don’t like. Take them for a walk 
outside and take pictures of the things which spoil the environment: litter, graffiti, broken glass, 
trampled/damaged flowers/plants. Ask the children what they can do to improve the school site. You 
might suggest: picking up litter, putting up signs, talking to pupils in assembly about our responsibilities.  
 
Then read “One World” by Michael Foreman (A brother and sister spend their day playing on the beach by 
a rock pool. They create their own tiny marine world in a bucket and, with its wildlife, shells, oil and even 
a tin can, it is a microcosm of the larger world outside.  With a series of stunning watercolours, the multi 
award-winning Michael Foreman makes clear his underlying concern about pollution within the 
environment.) 
Talk about how they can look after the planet. 

 
BUILD UP: 

1. Show pupils “Charlie and Blue Ask about Allah and Creation” 
2. Replay opening scene: 0.2001.32 ask pupils how they take care of the world? (The children might 

need some examples to help them get started: e.g. gardening, recycling, not wasting food...); Why 
do we need to take care of the world? (E.g. because we need food to eat, we need clean water to 
drink, clean air to breathe, it’s beautiful and we don’t want to spoil it...) 

3. Replay the scene in Seyed’s garden where he explains two of God’s “beautiful names”, al-Khaliq 
and al-Musawwir, and then the meaning of “khalifah” (2:50 to 3:49).   

a. Muslims say that Allah is the Creator, Maker and Shaper of everything, and that as special 
creation of Allah, we too can create, make and shape things. What things have you made 
recently? (E.g. this could be a drawing, some writing, patterns.) 



b. We can also take care and look after things. What, or who, have you looked after 
recently? (E.g. this could be anything from taking care of a book to a pet or a friend or a 
member of the family.) 

c. Do you remember the story that the Prophet Muhammad told about the thirsty dog? 
What did the man do for the thirsty dog? What would Allah think of someone who was 
kind to animals? Point out Muhammad’s teaching that God would forgive the man all the 
bad things he had done because of his kindness. 

4. Draw around your hand and write 5 ways they can take care of the planet 
5. Give at least one reason why we should take care of the planet. Read these out for the rest of the 

class or use them as the basis for an assembly. 
6. Talk to the children about a time when they trusted to look after something for someone else. We 

call someone who is trusted to look after something for someone else, ‘a trustee’. How did it feel? 
How did you look after it? Were you careful with it? Why?  

7. Muslims believe that Allah has created the universe; and everything in it. They believe that He has 
trusted humans to look after it. They call this Khalifah. These 3 beliefs are found in 3 important 
terms: 

a. al-Khaliq: “The Creator” – one of the “99 Beautiful Names of Allah” in the Qur’an. 
b. al-Musawwir: “The Shaper” – another of the “99 Beautiful Names of Allah”. 
c. khalifah: A “steward” or “trustee” – someone who looks after something for someone 

else. 
8. By way of a plenary of this section remind pupils of the meaning of al-Khalifah and al-Musawwir 

and al-Khaliq. 
Then ask pupils to read out some of their reasons why we should take care of the world, and discuss 
them as a class. The pupils can then decide the best 3 reasons and display them with their hands.  

 
 
 

 
TASK: 
Show pupils pictures which illustrate people harming the environment. Ask the pupils what they think 
Muslim would think of the photos? What do they think?  
 
 

 
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT: 
Are pupils starting to apply and understand the concept of Khalifah and its implications for behaviour? 
This can be assessed through their verbal contributions.  
 
 

 


