
1.8 KS1 – Islam - Iman - Lesson 1: Khalifah 
 

Context:  
We have already introduced the name Muhammad (pbuh) and some limited background information. We 
now need to give more detail about Muhammad’s role and provide an account of his first revelation, 
which is central to Islam.  
 
Technically Muhammad (570-632CE) is not the founder of Islam. Muslims believe that Allah has sent His 
message over many centuries through his rasul (prophets). They therefore teach all prophets taught the 
same din (religion), dating back to the first, Adam. They believe the message has been corrupted and so 
he sent further prophets to purify the message. Mulsims believe the final and most complete form of 
God’s message was revealed to Muhammad (pbuh) and is enshrined in the Qur’an. So rather than 
bringing a new faith, Muhammad was the final prophet…rather than the first. 
 
Muslims do not worship Muhammad and it is a blasphemy to believe he was divine. However they greatly 
respect him and believe his choices, words and deeds should be understood as the best application of 
Allah’s message. Some Muslims describe him as a ‘perfect man’. Muslims will often say or write ‘Peace Be 
Upon Him’ after using his name. By this they mean someone who best exemplifies how Muslims should 
lead their life. Consequently, information about Muhammad’s life is recorded and used as examples for 
Muslims to follow. These can be found in texts called the Hadith.  
 
There is confusion about this in the West.  Part of the confusion comes from the way Islam is used to 
describe a religion which evolved in the middle east in the 6th century and Muslim a person who follows 
that religion. However, Islamic teaching doesn’t see it like that. The word Islam means ‘the attainment of 
peace through submission to the will of God’. A Muslim is one who submits is one who submits. Therefore 
all who submit to Allah’s will are Muslims. 
 
This means there is only one religion. While all prophets taught the same message, followers of that 
message have ‘gone astray’ from the original message and suppressed, added to, or even altered the 
original message.  
 
It is useful to bear this in mind whenever Islam is being taught, since Islam is probably one of the most 
misrepresented religions in the West. Muslims have great respect for the ‘prophets’ of other religions and 
their sacred texts. The Qur’an contains stories of Abraham, Moses and Jesus, who Muslims consider great 
prophets of the ‘true religion’ in its purest form. The problem is that aspects of their message have been 
lost or tainted by their followers. Hence the need to provide Mankind with a final book which would be 
recorded and has become known as the Qur’an.   
 
Overview:  
 
Essential core: Key belief – Iman (faith) Messengers of Allah 

 Identify Muhammad as a man who is deeply respected in in Islam as the Messenger of God. 
 Recall the story of the first revelation Muhammad received – the Night of Power: 

 Muhammad is in a cave on Mt Hira 
 He sees the Angel Gabriel 
 He is told to recite (Iqra) a book being held in front of him 
 Muhammad replies he cannot read 
 On the third instruction he can read the message 

 Identify the two main beliefs of Islam as: 



 the belief in only one God, and 
 the belief that Muhammad is the Messenger of God 

 Raise and suggest answers to relevant questions in response to the story of Muhammad’s first 
revelation. 

 Attempt to support their answers using reasons and/or information. 

Resources:  
 ‘Night of Power’ Godly Play Script and materials for Godly play (see script), though substitutes can 

be used. 
 Life of Muhammad in animation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x_7K9da5Yqg  

 

 
INTRODUCTION: 
Discuss with pupils what has been the most important events in your lives so far? (Starting school, birth of 
a brother/sister; sporting event, etc.). Why do they stick in your memory? Can you remember it clearly?  
Imran wants to tell you about an event which happened to someone in Islam which changed lots of 
peoples’ lives. It changed the course of history. It’s a day Imran and other Muslims remember every year 
at a festival.  
 

 
BUILD UP: 

1. Using the various props retell the story of the Night of Power. Although there is a script Godly play 
should not be read out, so teachers will need to memorise the key features from the story and 
then narrate the story. The key is to slow the story down and prompt engagement from pupils 
through the questions. If you do not feel comfortable, simply read through the account, slowly, 
asking pupils the questions. 

2. Ask pupils if they have any other questions about the story. They could ask a believer from RE 
Online for answers. 

3. In groups ask the pupils to write a list of 5 questions (no more) which cover the main points of the 
story. Eg ‘Where was Muhammad and why was he unhappy’ etc. The questions would check if the 
person answering the questions knew the most important parts of the story. The pupils need to 
think if the answers cover the most important elements of the story. 

4. Once the groups have got their questions they should share with the rest of the class.  
 

 
 

 
TASK: 
Each pupil should complete the Night of Power sheet. The task is to write a caption for each of the 
pictures. 
 
 

 
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT: 
The responses to the caption sheet and the contributions to the questions should be assessed against the 
specific objectives identified above.   
 
 

 


