
2.1a Lower KS2 - God and the Covenant - Lesson 1: Abraham - Godly Play 

(Genesis 12-15, 24) 
 
 
You will need: Some play sand in a strong, square cloth, some small figures to represent Abraham, 
Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah. Also, some small stones to build altars, two wooden blocks to represent 
the cities of Ur and Haran and two lengths of blue wool or string to represent the rivers Euphrates 
and Tigris. Apart from the sand, which is carried separately, all the items you need can be placed in 
an open basket. (place the sand in its cloth in front of you and the basket to one side of you) 
 
At this point, you face the story and must remain engaged in it, without giving any more eye 
contact to the children, until the storytelling is complete. 

The Script (actions are shown in itallics): 

This is a Jewish story about a very important family. 
 
This is the desert, it’s a dangerous place.  (open the cloth up and as you begin to speak, use your 
hands to move the sand around. Your intention is to spread it out roughly and without pushing any 
off the cloth. Leave it deep enough for your wooden people to be able to stand up when placed in it). 
People don’t go into the desert unless they have to. There is no water and very little food there, and 
without water or food we die. When the wind blows it changes the shape of the desert and people 
can get lost … some never come back.  In the daytime the desert is very hot and at night it is so cold, 
people need plenty of clothes to keep warm.  When the wind blows the sand will sting your skin. The 
desert is a dangerous place … no-one goes there unless they have to. ( continue to focus on moving 
the sand around all the while you are speaking. Place the yarn and the two blocks of wood in the 
sand. Ur is at the left, furthest from you and Haran is close to you in the centre. The Tigris and the 
Euphrates sit on each side of Ur and run parallel towards you until they diverge as they get closer to 
you) 
 
When the great flood was over, the earth began to fill with new life. The people lived in small 
villages and towns and cities near to rivers. One of these ancient cities was called Ur (place your 
hand on Ur) In Ur, the people believed in many gods. There was a god for every tree, every flower, 
every rock. There was a god of the sky, the water and the land. The world was alive with gods. But 
there was one family who believed that all of God was in every place. They did not yet know that, 
but that is what they thought.(Stand Abraham and Sarah beside Ur) Abraham and Sarah were part of 
that family. 
Sometimes Abraham would go out to the edge of the desert and look out across the sand and into 
the sky. (move Abraham towards the centre of the sand, just a little way) Then God came so close to  
Abraham and Abraham came so close to God, that he knew what God wanted him to do. (cup your 
hands around Abraham as you say this sentence) God told Abraham to leave his home and travel to 
a new place. God promised to be with Abraham and his family. 
They walked towards Haran (as you move the figures be sure to leave marks in the sand, like 
footprints to show their journey) and they took their sheep and their donkeys too. At night they slept 
in their tents and during the day they followed the great Euphrates river( touch the blue yarn nearest 
the centre of the sand). The river showed them the way to go, and it gave them water to drink. The 
journey took a long time (take your time moving the figures)but eventually they arrived. (the figures 
are stood next to Haran now) 
Sometimes Abraham would go out to the edge of the desert and look out across the sand and into 
the sky. (move Abraham towards the centre of the sand, just a little way) Then God came so close to  



Abraham and Abraham came so close to God, that he knew what God wanted him to do. (cup your 
hands around Abraham as you say this sentence) God wanted them to move on again to a new 
place. Abraham and Sarah did what God said. They went into the desert and walked towards 
Canaan, this time there was no river to show the way or to give them water to drink. (move the 
figures on to your right and a little towards the front edge of the sand, you’ll need to make two more 
“journeys” so don’t use up all the space yet!) 
They finally came to a place called Shechem. Abraham climbed up a hill and prayed to God, and God 
was there (cup your hands around Abraham as you say this sentence), so Abraham built an altar 
there to mark the place.(use several small stones piled up for this). Then they went on. 
Next they came to a place near Bethel.(move the figures a little nearer to the front edge of the sand) 
Abraham prayed again, and God was there. (cup your hands around Abraham as you say this 
sentence) Abraham built an altar to mark this place too.(use several small stones piled up for this) 
God was not just here or there. All of God was everywhere. 
Then they came to Hebron. They made their home near the oaks of Mamre. (move the figures near 
to the front edge of the sand) 
One night Abraham went outside to be close to God. (move Abraham a short distance from Sarah) 
Then God came so close to  Abraham and Abraham came so close to God, that he knew what God 
was saying. (cup your hands around Abraham as you say this sentence) “You will become the father 
of a great family, and Sarah will be the mother. The members of the great family will be as many as 
there are stars in the sky and grains of sand in the desert” 
Abraham laughed because he and Sarah were very old. God’s promise sounded impossible. When 
Abraham told Sarah, she laughed too.  But, do you know what happened? After a time, Abraham and 
Sarah did have a son. They laughed again, and they named the baby “laughter”. In their language the 
word for laughter is Isaac. 
When Isaac grew up(introduce the figure of Isaac), he met a girl called Rebekah( introduce the figure 
of Rebekah). Rebekah decided she would like to be part of the Great Family. Then Rebekah and Isaac 
were married. 
The Isaac and Rebekah had children, and their children had children, and those children had 
children. This went on for thousands of years until your grandmothers and grandfathers had 
children. Then your mothers and fathers had children. (scoop up a handful of the sand and let it 
slowly trickle out through your fingers) Now you are part of that great family which has become as 
many as the stars in the sky and the grains of sand in the desert. 
 
 
Now it's time to look up from the story and engage in the verbal wondering. Be patient, 
sometimes it takes the children a while to feel happy to speak. Sometimes the quietest children 
are doing the deepest wondering! 

I wonder which part of the story you like the best? 

I wonder which part is the most important? 

I wonder where you are in the story, or which part is about you? 

I wonder if there is anything  we can leave out and still have all we need? 

Once the verbal wondering if over, begin to return all the objects carefully into the box. Don't 
hurry, naming each piece as you return it. 

I wonder what work you would like to do now to continue your wondering? 



Don't feel obliged to ask all the wondering questions and feel free to be lead to make more, 
depending upon where the wondering goes. Each time you deliver the story new questions and 
answers will emerge. Ensure you try not to close down the wondering with a prescriptive answer. 

Try to allow as much choice as possible during the individual response time. If possible this work 
should be evidenced with photographs or small group discussion. The children's work during the 
individual response time is personal and should not be shared unless the child requests it. Children 
will gain the most from individual response time if they are fully relaxed and the pace is slow. 


