
2.1a Lower KS2 - God and the Covenant - Lesson 5 Pesah (Passover) (Two lessons) 
 

Context: In these lessons pupils will be introduced to the festival of Pesah and its origins in the narrative 
in the Torah. What do these things say about what it means to be a Jew - Jewish identity?  
 
Essential core:  

 Recall the story of the giving of the 10 commandments to Moses: The people of Israel are 
enslaved in Egypt; G-d sends 10 plagues; the Pharaoh releases the Jews; this hasty departure is 
known as the exodus; the Jews spent 40 years as nomads; Moses went up Mt. Sinai to receive 
from G-d the 10 commandments which were the rules Jews had to live by. 

 Know that Jews celebrate the exodus at the week-long Passover festival; at the Seder meal Jews 
re-tell the story of the Exodus using symbolic food. The festival recalls this as a key event in their 
history because it shows: (a) G-d was at work in the events of history (b) they have been chosen 
to have a special relationship with G-d. 

 Understand that through Moses the Jews made an agreement or covenant with G-d: If Jews agree 
to obey His commandments; the Jews would be His Chosen people; Moses would be the father of 
a great nation, He promised Moses the land of Canaan. 

 
Resources: Sand tray and godly play figures, Matzah, Sedar dish, white tablecloth, Passover ingredients 
(see attached sheet) 
http://reonline.org.uk/specials/jwol (Pesah) 
 
Vocabulary: - Covenant, Sedar, Matzah, Pesah, Passover. 
  
 
INTRODUCTION: 
Persona doll. David has brought a box of matzah. It will soon be Pesah when no leaven (things made with 
yeast) can be in the house. What questions will the children want to ask David today?     
                                                                                                                                                                                              
 
CELEBRATE: 
Look at the Jewish family preparations for Passover. Do the children want to go on a hametz hunt?  
Lay the table for Passover. Talk about the six special things that go on the Seder. Watch one of these  BBC 
videos about Passover. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02n2kt9 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zmq6sbk 
Alternatively, look at the explanation of what happens at Pesah on Jewish Way of Life. 
 
 
REFLECT: 
Now it is time to sing! Sing Seder prayer from the Two Candles Burn cd. What does this song talk about? 
 
 
ASSESSMENT: 
Pesah (Passover) is the most important Jewish festival. What do Jewish people remember and celebrate?  
Can pupils tell what each of the Passover artefacts mean? What has this got to do with their covenant 
relationship with God? Answers can be written on post it notes and placed with the pictures in a display. 
 

 


