
2.8 - Upper KS2 – Islam (Submission to the will of Allah)  - Lesson 4 – Zakah 
 

Context: Having asked pupils to consider Sawm, it is now time to introduce pupils to the pillar of Zakat, 
however here we really want to explore the practice as something which is part of the Shariah. The reason 
and practice originates in the Qur’an and the Sunna. We have explained to pupils that Islam means 
Submission to the Will of Allah, performing the pillars is an act of submission. It is also an act of Khalifah. All 
thing ‘belong’ to their creator, therefore even wealth is held in trust by people. Allah has commanded that a 
certain percentage of the wealth He has given to you, to keep it is an act of theft.  
 
Paid at the end of Ramadan anonymously, Muslims pay a minimum of 2.5% of their wealth to the poor and 
the community. It is not a charity, it is an alms tax. It is a duty to pay it. Muslims also have charity, but this is 
on top of Zakat. 
 
 
Essential core: 

 
 Know that humans have the role of Khalifah, trustees of Allah’s creation. All things belong to Allah. 

Muslims have always studied nature for signs and wonders of Allah 
 Understand that the practices of Zakat (giving) and Saum (fasting during Ramadan) illustrate the 

concept of Khalifah: 
1. Zakat (giving) is a duty (something you must do) not charity (something you might chose to 

do); it should be done anonymously, receiving no praise. 
 

 
Resources:  

 BBC Belief in Action: Sawm and Salat 
 Benefits of Sawm worksheet 

 
 
 

 
INTRODUCTION: 

(a) Show the children a badge from a street charity collection. Ask them if they, or anybody in their 
family, have ever given money to someone collecting in the street and if they wore the badge that 
they were given. Ask the children how they felt when they put the money in the collecting tin and 
when the badge was stuck on to their coat and ask them how long they kept the badge. Tell the 
children about people who would not want to wear the badge and ask them if they can think of any 
reasons for this, such as: 

a. they do not want to spoil their coat; 
b. they do not like the design of the badge 
c. they do not want other people to know that they have given money 

(b) Explain that, for Muslims, giving to others is very important because they believe that God wants 
them to do this. However, they are taught that they should not boast when they give. 
 

(c) The third of the five 'pillars' of Islam, those basic duties which uphold the Muslim life, is Zakah. This 
is the duty to purify your wealth through giving a proportion of it away each year. A Hadith 
commends 'a person whose one hand did not know what the other hand was doing'. 

(d)  
 
The Muslim story of 'The two brothers' referred to in the activity develops as follows: 
 



 A Two brothers owned a farm. 
 One was married with a family. 
 The other was not married. 
 They shared everything equally. 
 After a good harvest, the unmarried brother decided he would secretly give some of his crops to his 

brother. 
 The married brother thought the same. 
 By night, they both carried six bags of corn to the other brother's store. 
 Next morning, they were both surprised to find that they had the same number of sacks as the 

evening before. 
 Neither brother talked about what had happened because they did not want to boast of their 

generosity. 
 
 
.  
 
 

 
MAIN PART: 
A. 

1. Tell a Hadith: The Muslim story of 'The two brothers' referred to in the activity develops as 
follows: 

 A Two brothers owned a farm. 
 One was married with a family. 
 The other was not married. 
 They shared everything equally. 
 After a good harvest, the unmarried brother decided he would secretly give 

some of his crops to his brother. 
 The married brother thought the same. 
 By night, they both carried six bags of corn to the other brother's store. 
 Next morning, they were both surprised to find that they had the same 

number of sacks as the evening before. 
 Neither brother talked about what had happened because they did not 

want to boast of their generosity. 
2. Discuss the story: Do some people give charity to make themselves feel good? Do some 

people give to get a good reputation? Does it matter? Does some charity patronise the 
people who receive it? Why did the brothers not want to boast about their generosity? (Not 
something to be proud of? It was their duty as a brother? Was it charity? Etc).  

3. What are the key ingredients of ‘charity’? (Freely given (voluntary); Given to people/causes in 
need/give something you own) 

4. Give pupils an example: Someone pays money into their bank account (so the bank looks 
after the money for them- they are trustees); the person writes a check to someone else 
telling the bank to give some of their money to someone else; but the bank refuses saying the 
money is now theirs: how would you describe this scenario? What are the banks doing? The 
banks have been entrusted to look after your money, but keep it for themselves (stealing?). If 
the bank paid the cheque would that be an act of charity? No they have a duty to pay the 
cheque, they are only looking after the money- it’s not theirs. (Refer back to key ingredients 
of charity). What has this got to do with Islam? 

B. 
1. One of the 5 pillars on which Muslims must follow is Zakah.  

Zakat is the compulsory giving of a set proportion of one's wealth to charity. Zakat is the 
third Pillar of Islam. 



 
Zakat does not refer to charitable gifts given out of kindness or generosity, but to the 
systematic giving a minimum of 2.5% of one's wealth each year to benefit the poor. The 
duty is a commandment from Allah found in the Qur’an. Zakah is normally given during the 
month of Ramadan, when Muslims are fasting. It should be done anonymously.  

2. Show the portion of the film on Saum and Zakah from Belief File. This 10 minute portion of 
the documentary brings together Saum and Zakah (Zakah starts at around 8.15).  
Discuss with students:  

 Why do you think Ramadan is a good time for paying Zakah?  
 What is the difference between Zakah and a tax?  
 What are the benefits of Zakah? How does paying Zakah ‘purify’ their wealth? (think 

of bank story- not keeping something which does not belong to them).  
 In what was is paying Zakah an example of Khalifah? (wealth is not ours).  

 

 
PLENARY & ASSESSMENT: 

1. Complete the Benefits of Sawm sheet. Pupils to use the quotes from Muslims to write a piece 
explaining what they think are the benefits of paying Zakah for Muslims. They should identify two or 
three benefits.  

2. Why should Zakah not be referred to as charity? 
3. Do you think paying Zakah is a good idea? Why? 

 

 

 


