
Visiting A Mandir: A Hindu Place of Worship 

 

It was the first time that I had visited a Hindu temple and I was feeling a little 

uncertain as I walked in through the door. The first thing that I noticed was that 

people were taking off their shoes and putting them on racks. I took off my shoes and 

put them at the end where I would be able to find them again. There were sinks by 

another door. As people passed by, they quickly rinsed their hands and dried them on 

a towel. I was too embarrassed to do this and simply followed some other people 

through the doorway. 

I found myself in a large room with carpet on the floor and the air filled with a smell 

which was heavy and sweet. I saw that there were many pictures on the walls and 

also some writing, some of it in English but some in a language I couldn't read. At the 

front, where most of the people were standing, I could see bright lights and colours.  

As I got nearer, I saw several statues of men and women dressed in fine clothes with 

strings of flowers around their necks. They were standing on a raised platform which 

had a top to it. It was decorated with coloured tights and tinsel. Around the feet of 

the statues were smaller statues of animals like an elephant and a monkey. Near to 

the animals were bottles of milk, flowers and even some coconuts. A man in white 

was holding a dish with lighted candles which he was waving around in front of the 

faces of the statues. Everyone was singing and one lady was ringing a large bell which 

was hanging down from the ceiling on a chain. 

When everyone stopped singing and the lady stopped ringing the bell, the man 

dressed in white took the dish with the lighted candles to each person. Many of them 

put money in it, and then put their hands over the flame and wiped the sides of their 

face and hair with their hands. When everyone had had a turn, the man in white 

brought the candle to me, but I shook my head. The man smiled at me and went 

away. 

People started to leave, and I went to the front to have a closer look at the statues. I 

now saw where the smell was coming from. On the platform near the statues were 

bundles of thin sticks which were smoking. 

I headed towards the door, and a lady pushed a small bag into my hand and gave me 

a big green apple, I found my shoes on the rack outside and quickly put them on. As I 

walked out into the street, I looked inside the bag to see nuts and other good things 

to eat. I took a bite out of my apple and began to think about what I had just seen. 

 

 

 



A first visit to a Hindu Temple 

1. Why do you think the person went to 
the Hindu temple? 

2. Why did the Hindus take off their 
shoes and wash their hands? 

  

3. Should the person have washed their 
hands? 

4. What was the big room with the 
carpet? 

  

5. Who do you think were shown in the 
pictures on the walls? 

6. Why were the statues so finely 
dressed? 

  

7. Who do you think the man in white was? 8. Why do you think the lady was 
ringing the bell 

  

9. Why do you think the girl didn’t want to 
put her hands over the candles? 

10.  Why do you think the lady gave the 
girl an apple and a bag of fruit? 

  

 


