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Best practice in Religious Education   
 
 Each Local Authority writes its own Religious Education syllabus. This is the task of the 
SACRE Committee. The current Somerset syllabus, AMV 2019, can be found with exemplar 
lessons and supporting materials on this website. 
www.amvsomerset.org.uk 
 
AMV 2019 has the following features. 
1.It is an assessment document. Modelled on the 2014 National Curriculum document, each 
assessment objective is brief, clearly specified, non-subjective and completely without 
levels. 
2. It is an "Essential Core" summary of the most important beliefs of each faith. Written 
alongside members of each faith, this addresses the concerns of Ofsted. 
3. It is focused, emphasizing one key belief as the "Big idea" of each faith. 
4. It provides a clear path of progression that develops understanding of each belief from 
Foundation to KS3. 
5. It is content light and simple to use, allowing teachers to "slow down, do less and go 
deeper." 
6. It provides a wealth of imaginative exemplar lessons that model best practice in a brief 
and consistent "page at a glance" format. 
7. It is web based with many additional guidance and resources. 
8. It is compatible with Understanding Christianity. 
In Somerset, Church schools and academies also mostly follow the Somerset Agreed RE 
syllabus.   
At KS1 Pupils look at Christianity and one other religion (either Judaism, Islam or Hinduism) 
At KS2 Pupils look at Christianity, Judaism, Islam and Hinduism. 
 

Websites:  
New exemplars, assessment tools and long-term plans are available on AMV website-
amv.somerset.gov.uk (do not use www prefix) 
www.request.org.uk - for teaching about Christianity  

Resources 
Artefacts - Free boxes of religious artefacts are provided by Somerset SACRE. Their locations 
are found on the AMV website. 
Personna Dolls - from www.retoday.org.uk 
The Little Book of Persona Dolls - Marilyn Bowles - A&C Black Publishers Ltd 
Godly Play - See and adapt examples on You tube.  
Christianity Unpacked - in the Teachers' Section of www.request.org.uk 
Two Candles Burn - music and cds available from: www.twocandles.com 
Jewish Way of Life - on www. reonline.org.uk/jewish-way-of-life 
Thinking skills discussion group activities. These are on the Christianity Unpacked cd's that 
were provided by SACRE free to all schools. They are also downloadable from the 
Christianity Unpacked materials in the teacher's section on www.request.org.uk. 
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Thinking through Religious Education - Vivienne Baumfield - Chris Kington 
Children and Bereavement - Wendy Duffy - Church House Publishing 
Annual school subscription for RE Today from: www.retoday.org.uk 
 

Time allocation. Schools under local authority control (which includes Church of England VC 
schools) have a statutory responsibility to deliver the local agreed syllabus, and this requires 
the recommended 5% of curriculum time - roughly an hour a week.  

The Law. For academies it is part of their funding agreement that there be adequate 
Religious Education provision that follows a suitable syllabus. School Governors have a 
specific statutory responsibility to hold the headteacher to account with regard to their 
schools Religious Education provision.  


